
Skye and Kelly’s HASS unit plan 

60 mins per session 
 

Session focus  Resources Whole class focus Individual Tasks / Assessment 
/ Feedback 

Session 1 

Introduction to topic 

Pre-assessment 

Rubric Introduce Unit: For the next five weeks we will be looking at 
citizenship, rights, democracy and the development of 
society in Australia. We will have a particular focus on 
Aboriginal Australians and Indigenous groups from around 
the world. 

End of session:  

● explain to students they will be creating an 
information poster about an inquiry question of 
their choice – related to the unit topics 

● list possible topics 

● discuss possible publishing formats briefly: Poster, 
or can negotiate brochure or report – these will be 
addressed in more detail in later 

Students complete and submit 
a pre-assessment sheet 

Sessions 2-5 

Rotational stations  

Readings 

Videos 

Images 

Maps 

Station 1: Stolen Generations and experiences in Missions 

Station 2:Rights and responsibilities, Poor pay and working 
conditions, Controls on movement and residence 

Station 3: Current Situation, Closing the Gap – Effect on 
today, Constitutional acknowledgment  

Station 4:Australia’s democracy: people and processes, 
Indigenous right to vote federally 1962 and 
referendum of 1967 

Students take notes, 
particularly looking for key 
dates and events 

Teachers give information and 
try to spark discussion. Note 
students who engage, share, 
reflect, note take, etc 



Session 6 

Guest Speakers 

Aboriginal Elder 

Aboriginal school alumni 

Students to listen to first hand experiences of Aboriginal 
Rights in Australia.  

Note taking allowed but not 
mandated – feeling the stories 
and really connecting is more 
important 

Session 7 

Civics Quiz 

Create Timeline 

A3 paper 

Textas 

Pencils 

Rulers 

Students create a timeline that shows the key events in 
Aboriginal Australians’ battle for rights and citizenship from 
1900 to present.  

This can be pictorial or all written and should include as 
much detail as possible 

Timelines must include at least 10 key events/dates 

Students submit timelines 

Timelines and quiz graded 
ASAP and displayed in unit. 

Feedback given to parents in 
regards to quiz and timeline. 

Sessions 8-11 

Rotational Stations  

Readings 

Videos 

Images 

Maps 

National Living Treasures list 

Australian Dictionary of 
Biography 

With a focus on impact and contribution to citizenship, 
rights, democracy and the development of society, students 
will learn about significant events and individuals. 

Station 1: Significant Individuals born 1950 onwards 

Station 2: Significant Individuals born before 1950 

Station 3: Major events 1900-1949 

Station 4: Major events 1950-2017 

Students take notes, 
particularly looking for 
individuals and events that 
stand out to them. 

Teachers give information and 
try to spark discussion. Note 
students who engage, share, 
reflect, note take, etc 

Session 12 

Create video 

iPads 

Flip cameras 

Laptops 

Students record a short video or write a short (half page) 
response that outlines which significant individual that we 
covered stood out the most and why. Repeat, this time 
looking at the significant event that stood out the most and 
why. Try to include any facts you remember, character 
strengths needed, significance to Australian society and 
relevance to you. 

Students submit video or 
written responses 

Videos to be compiled and a 
list or wordle of significant 
events and individuals that 
stood out the most to the 
whole hub to be created. 

Sessions 13-16 

Rotational stations 

Readings 

Videos 

Station 1: Maori of Aotearoa New Zealand 

Health,, Treaty and Rights 

Students take notes, 
particularly looking for key 



Images 

Maps 

Online Museums 

Station 2: First Nations of North America 

Connections to Land, Stereotypes 

Station 3: Orang Asli of Malaysia and Indonesia 

Displacement, Logging and Land Rights 

Station 4: Indian and Inuit peoples of Canada 

Stolen Generations, Education, Displacement 

similarities and differences 
between the Indigenous group 
of focus and Aboriginal 
Australians. 

Teachers give information and 
try to spark discussion. Note 
students who engage, share, 
reflect, note take, etc 

Session 17 

Create venn diagram 

A3 venn diagram template Students create a venn diagram that compares an 
indigenous group from another country to Aboriginal 
Australians, with a focus on citizenship, rights, democracy 
and development of society 

Students submit venn diagrams  

Diagrams graded ASAP and 
displayed in unit 

Feedback given to parents in 
regards to Venn diagram 

Session 18 

Inquiry conferencing 

 Teachers will outline inquiry questions, what is expected, 
what makes a good inquiry question and also give some set 
options, for those that don’t want to create their own. 

In small groups students can brainstorm inquiry ideas. 
Groups will be chosen by teachers to ensure a balance in 
each group. 

Groups will have access to teachers roaming to make sure 
they are on track. 

Students will come to teachers for a quick 1:1 conference to 
lock in an inquiry question. 

Students record their inquiry 
question by the end of this 
session 

Teachers assess the students’ 
ability to form their own 
inquiry question 

Parents to be informed of 
students’ chosen inquiry 
question 

Session 19-22 

Inquiry research 

 

Library 

Laptops 

Books 

Printouts 

Students will have time to research their topic. Notes 
should be taken consistently throughout these sessions. 

Teachers will be roaming to help and making sure to 
conference with students to guide and support their 
research. 

Students take notes 

Teachers make observations of 
research skill, resource 
selection, note taking, etc 



Sessions 23-24 

Inquiry publishing 

A3 Poster cardboard 

Coloured paper 

Textas 

Pencils 

Rulers 

Students will use these two sessions to compile their 
information and create a poster that conveys their learning.  

This may be worked on at home. 

 

Session 25 

Inquiry presentation 

 Students will present their work and outline what they have 
learnt. 

Each student will have around 2 minutes to present and will 
receive feedback from teachers and 2 peers. 

Students submit posters and 
conduct a brief presentation of 
their work and learning 

Teachers to give immediate 
verbal feedback and grade 
ASAP 

Parents to receive information 
about their child’s presentation 
and be invited to the open 
classroom night 

Session 26 

Parent afternoon/evening 

 Parents invited to view the students’ work. Opening address 
and some of the best students to present orally. Then time 
for parents to walk through displays. 

Free BBQ.  

Raffle – prize drawn at end of session 

Displays viewed  

Students showcase their work. 
They will stay with their HASS 
display to answer questions. 

Teachers to prompt parents to 
view and ask questions.  

Teachers will be mingling. 

 


